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Why should I attend the 2017 Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program? 

1.  A Pattern of Success: The Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program has produced the winner or runner-up of the Tournament of Champions for 

the last twelve years. The last six winners of the NDCA National Championship are also alums of the program. So far this year, alums of the  

Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program have won The Glenbrooks, the University of Michigan, New Trier, Wake Forest, Ohio Valley, Niles 

Township, The Glenbrooks Round Robin, and Michigan Juniors Round Robin. They have also this year been in the Finals or Semifinals of St. 

Mark's, Greenhill, Meadows, Damus Hollywood Invitational, Bronx Science, Alta, University of Texas, Grapevine, and Dowling.  Alums of the 

Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program this year have won the Top or Second Speaker Award at St. Mark's, New Trier, Meadows, Ohio Valley, 

Grapevine, Iowa Caucus, Dowling, The Glenbrooks Round Robin, and the Michigan Juniors Round Robin. 

2.  Practice Debates: Each member of the 2016 Seven Week Juniors Program participated in well over two dozen full-length practice 

debates during the course of the summer.  For example, 2016 alum Aden Barton from Montgomery Bell Academy (TN) participated 

in 33 full-length debates. 

 

3.  Lectures: Everyone in the 2016 Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program attended dozens of camp-wide and in-lab lectures. 

 

4.  Evidence: In numerous waves of assignments, the 2016 Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program produced several thousand pages 

of evidence and received thousands of pages of additional evidence from the other four Michigan Seven Week Labs. 

 

What former students say about the University of Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program: 
 

"Going to the Michigan Juniors Program was the best possible choice I could have made to work towards a successful third year of debate. The 

combination of nationally successful coaches as lab leaders combined with other very competitive junior debaters made for a summer that massively 

benefited my debating skills. I would recommend this program for anybody looking to have a successful season and have a great, fun summer." 

 

Aden Barton, Montgomery Bell Academy (TN), 11/29/2016 
 

"The seven week program at the Michigan Debate Institute was one of the most enriching experiences I have had. I was able to meet and become 

friends with some of the most intellectual individuals from across the country. I was coached by the most qualified staff of experienced and 

thoughtful coaches that any camp could offer. The program challenged my skills as a debater, researcher, and student and significantly increased my 

appreciation for the activity as well as the work that goes into it. I would not trade the experience and the skills I learned for anything in the world 

and look forward to going back!" 

 

Camille Garcia-Mendoza, Carrollton School of The Sacred Heart (FL), 11/29/2016 
 

"The 7-Week Juniors lab is so decisively the best experience I've had in debate. If you've looking to be an absolute expert, there's no 

group more elite than the 7-Week Juniors lab. The lab builds the foundation of not only a great debater but also a great member of a 

community and a great student. The environment is that much different." 

 

Nathan Glancy, Niles West High School (IL), 11/29/2016 
 

"Michigan was probably the best decision I could have made before my junior year. Each and every faculty member put in the utmost care to make 

sure that you receive the best possible practice, which shows in every practice debate, research meeting, and lecture. There's an incredibly fine-tuned 

balance between topic education and skill development which, coupled with vast library resources and lectures, can make anyone become better 

regardless of their skill level." 

 

Naman Gupta, Westminster Schools (GA), 2015 Tournament of Champions Winner 
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What former students say about the University of Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program (Cont.): 

 

"The University of Michigan’s 7 Week Juniors’ Program an extremely memorable experience that prepared me for debate at the 

highest and most competitive levels throughout the year. The institution employed a variety of tactics to provide a well-rounded 

curriculum and ensure each individual student’s needs were met. The commitment to research allowed me to become more efficient 

and effective when constructing arguments and researching strategies. My lab leaders were among the country’s best debate 

instructors, and were always willing to listen to speech redoes, judge practice debates, and provide helpful advice. The lectures 

provided great insight into debate arguments and served as a vehicle for the discussion of relevant issues. Not only was the program 

conducive to my development as a debater, but the beautiful location and my actively engaged peers, with whom I formed lasting 

bonds, made it a truly remarkable experience. I will definitely be back next year!" 

 

Alexia Boulos, Carrollton School of The Sacred Heart (FL), 11/30/2016 

 

"During my time spent at the Michigan 7 Week Juniors Camp, my debate skills improved much more rapidly than would have ever 

been possible without attending the program. Both the competitive environment of hardworking debaters as well as the guidance of 

some of the best debate coaches in the country created an experience that undoubtedly equipped me not only to feel prepared for the 

year's topic, but also cultivated critical skills for execution of arguments and research practices. I would recommend the camp to 

anyone passionate about the activity and looking to spend a summer working and learning with amazing lab leaders and debaters." 

 

Nina Fridman, Glenbrook North High School (IL), 11/30/2016 

 

“The Michigan Camp is unmatched in the experience it brings for all lucky enough to attend it. The Seven Week Junior's Programs 

put together the most qualified judges and peers to help me utilize my skills and become a much better debater. The intense 

researching skills encouraged by the camp gave me the most comprehensive view of the upcoming topic that cannot be met by any 

other camp. Alongside the beautiful campus and delicious food, the camp is home to my fondest memories concerning the friends I've 

met and made during the seven weeks. Don't miss the opportunity to become a part of one of the greatest experiences you may ever 

have.” 

 

Michael Koo, Centennial High School (MD), 2014 Tournament of Champions Winner 

 

"The Michigan 7 week juniors lab was by far one of the greatest summer experiences I've ever had. The labs are filled with insanely 

talented lab leaders that are unlike anywhere else. It's a pretty fantastic camp and I would recommend it to anyone who's looking to be 

not only competitive in debate, but also anyone who wants to have an unforgettable summer!" 

 

Nasim Salehitezangi, Niles West High School (IL), 11/30/2016 

 

“I am confident that the University of Michigan Seven Week Juniors Program is the top camp in the country. The lab leaders are some 

of the best coaches and they are devoted to improving each individual's skills. The curriculum is thorough and rewarding, with a blend 

of lab, lectures, research, and practice debates. Michigan excels as a summer institute because they ensure that the best competition in 

the country will be there with you. The topic knowledge is unrivaled due to ensuring that there is plenty of research, specific practice 

debates, and a variety of topic lectures. Not only will Michigan exponentially increase your debate skills, but Ann Arbor is also the 

best location to spend seven weeks. The personnel, skill development, and environment make the Michigan Debate Camp a great 

choice for anyone.” 

 

Clyde Shepherd, Pace Academy (GA), 2015 NDCA National Champion and Baker Award Winner  
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5. Faculty: 
 

David Heidt, Assistant Debate Coach at Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart and the University of Michigan 

 
This will be David's twenty--first summer working at the camp and twelfth summer working in a Seven Week Juniors Lab with Jason 

Peterson. He has helped coach five Tournament of Champions winners and one finalist. David helped coach the Top Speaker at the 

TOC twice and second speaker three times. He has helped coach the winner of nearly every major high school debate tournament 

multiple times, including three NDCA Baker Award winners, four Greenhill Round Robin winners and five of the last eleven winners 

of St. Mark's.  As a college assistant, David coached the winner of two National Debate Tournaments and two CEDA National Debate 

Tournaments. As a college debater, he won the National Debate Tournament. 

 

Shunta Jordan, Director of Speech and Debate at Pace Academy 

 
Shunta has coached the winners of the 2015 and 2013 NDCA National Championship, the Barkley Forum at Emory, St. Mark’s, The 

Glenbrooks, MBA, Michigan Senior and Junior Round Robins and the College Prep Round Robin. She coached the 2013, 2009 and 

2007 Tournament of Champions quarterfinalists and 2013 TOC Octafinalists. Over the past ten years, she has coached teams to the 

elimination rounds at every major national tournament. Shunta has worked at the Emory National Debate Institute, Stanford National 

Forensic Institute and Bates Forensic Institute. She is a former debater at the University of Georgia and National Debate Tournament 

participant. Shunta has twenty plus years of debate experience. This will be her eleventh summer as a faculty member at the Michigan 

Debate Institutes and sixth summer in the Seven Week Juniors Program. 

 

Jason Peterson, Assistant Debate Coach at St. Mark’s and the University of Michigan 

  
This will be Jason's sixteenth summer working at the camp and twelfth summer working in a Seven Week Juniors Lab with David 

Heidt.  He received the 2009 Acolyte Award, given to the top assistant coach in high school debate.  As an assistant coach at St. 

Mark's, Jason's teams have reached the finals of the Tournament of Champions, won the NDCA National Championship, The 

Glenbrooks, Greenhill, Berkeley, Stanford, New Trier, Westminster and Grapevine, and were in the finals of The Barkley Forum, the 

University of Southern California and the University of Texas. He was previously the Director of Debate at Notre Dame High School, 

where he coached a team to the Quarterfinals of the Tournament of Champions. As a debater at Pace University, Jason reached the 

Quarterfinals of the National Debate Tournament. 

 

Jon Voss, Director of Debate at Glenbrook South High School 
 
Jon has been coaching debate at Glenbrook South since 2010, during which time the Titan debaters have achieved tremendous 

success, bringing home the 2014 National Championship and reaching the late elimination rounds of virtually every major national 

tournament in the country, including the Semifinals of the 2016 Tournament of Champions. Prior to coaching at GBS, he was the 

director of debate at Sheboygan North High School (WI) for three years before coaching the 2009-2010 National Champions from 

Whitney Young Magnet High School in Chicago. This will be Jon's fifth summer working with the Seven Week Juniors Program.  
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Josh Clark, Varsity Policy Debate Coach at Montgomery Bell Academy 
 

Josh is in his fourth year coaching at Montgomery Bell Academy in Nashville, TN.  While there, he has coached teams to the out 

rounds of every national tournament, as well as having teams win both the Junior School and Novice National Championships.  This 

year, Josh's teams have won The Glenbrooks, New Trier, The Glenbrooks Round Robin, and Michigan Juniors Round Robin. Josh is 

also the former Director of Debate at Juan Diego Catholic and Notre Dame High Schools, where he coached the winner of the UC 

Berkeley, as well as had teams in the elimination rounds at the Tournament of Champions and NDCA Nationals as well as other 

Octafinals bid tournaments.  Josh is a former assistant debate coach at Damien High School.  He was a quarterfinalist at the National 

Debate Tournament and semifinalist at the Cross Examination Debate Association National Tournament.  Josh helped coach the 

University of Michigan to the finals of the 2014 and 2015 National Debate Tournaments, as well as the semifinals in 2008, 2011, and  

2016.  He has served the past three years an elected board member of the NDCA and is a sitting board member for the Tournament of 

Champions Policy Committee.  Josh is the co-editor of HSImpact.com and runs the high school national coaches poll.  Josh has 

previously worked at the Spartan Debate Institutes.  This will be his tenth summer working at Michigan and ninth summer working 

with the Seven Week Juniors Program. 

 

Sheila Peterson, Director of Debate at Wayzata High School 
 

Sheila's teams have earned Tournament of Champions bids at Montgomery Bell Academy, The Glenbrooks, St. Mark's, Blake, Emory, 

Greenhill, Michigan, Harvard, Maine East, Valley, Gonzaga, Iowa Caucus and Dowling. Her debaters have also won Top Speaker 

Awards at Berkeley, Blake, Michigan, Iowa Caucus and Valley. Sheila has coached three teams to the Top 15 at NFL Nationals.  At 

Concordia College, she consistently reached elimination rounds at tournaments such as Northwestern, Baylor and Redlands. As an 

Edina High School debater, Sheila was one of the first Minnesota debaters to qualify for the Tournament of Champions, winning both 

the Blake Tournament and Little Nationals her senior year. She formerly coached at Edina and Highland Park (MN) and this is her 

eleventh year working at the Michigan Debate Institutes and tenth year working with the Seven Week Juniors Program.  Sheila is also 

a past participant of the Michigan Debate Institutes. 

 

Scott Phillips, Assistant Debate Coach at Harvard-Westlake School and Dartmouth College 
 
This will be Scott's sixteenth summer working at the Michigan Debate Institutes. In high school, he was the Top Speaker at the 

Tournament of Champions and a CFL National Champion.  While debating for Emory University, he won ADA Nationals, the 

University of Kentucky Round Robin, Harvard University, Northwestern University and West Georgia.  Scott is a former debate 

coach at Pace Academy, Notre Dame High School and The Potomac School.  He has previously worked at the Emory National Debate 

Institute.  Scott is the former co-founder of the 3NR and helps run hsimpact.com 

 

Collin Roark, Assistant Director of Debate at Trinity University and Assistant Debate Coach at St. Mark’s 

  
Now in his third year coaching at Trinity University, Collin’s teams have experienced a great deal of national success including 

receiving an invitation to the prestigious Kentucky Round Robin and clearing at nearly every major national tournament. Prior to 

coaching at Trinity, he was an assistant coach at the University of North Texas and coached multiple teams to elimination rounds at 

the National Debate Tournament. Now in his sixth year coaching for the St. Mark’s School of Texas, Collin’s high school teams have 

had a great amount of success including winning the NDCA national championship, semifinals of the Tournament of Champions, and 

numerous wins including the New Trier, Grapevine, and Westminster tournaments.  As a college debater at the University of Texas at 

Dallas he qualified to the NDT three times and received a first round bid. 


