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A Pattern of Success: So far this year, alums of the 2016 Michigan Seven Week Kritik Lab have won Blake, 
New Trier, Meadows, Grapevine, and the University of Michigan Seniors Round Robin,.  They have also this 
year been in the Finals, Semifinals or Quarterfinals of The Glenbrooks, Greenhill, University of Michigan, Alta, 
Niles Township, Georgetown Day School, University of Texas, Damus Hollywood Invitational, Wake Forest 
University, and The Glenbrooks Round Robin .  Alums of the 2016 Michigan Seven Kritik Lab this year have 
won the Top or Second Speaker Award at Greenhill, University of Michigan, Wake Forest University, 
University of Texas, Bronx Science, Niles Township, and the University of Michigan Seniors Round Robin, .  
They have also this year won Top Five Speaker Awards at Blake, The Glenbrooks, New Trier, Meadows, 
Grapevine, Iowa Caucus, and The Glenbrooks Round Robin.

What former students say about the University of Michigan Seven Week Kritik Lab:

"Participating in the Kritik Lab over the summer at the University of Michigan was a one of a kind experience. Working with some of 
the great minds in the debate community as well as receiving daily lectures that expanded my knowledge in critical literature was only 

the start — I was able to not only improve my knowledge in how critical arguments interact with traditional arguments in contest 
round competition, but I was able to formulate my own arguments, affirmative cases, negative strategies, and more. This lab gave me 

the ability to truly take my debate talents to the next level."

Ryan James, McDonogh School (MD), 11/30/2016, Winner of the 2016 Blake School Tournament

"I cannot stress just how instrumental the Seven Week Kritik Lab was in shaping my understanding of many bodies of Kritik literature 
and assisting me in perfecting my craft. My Negative arsenal has increased in size vastly, and I can comfortably say that I learned an 

incredible amount each and every day of camp. If Kritik debate interests you, I'd strongly urge you to sign up. The staff was 
incredible, and I can guarantee this will be one of the most engaging and informative camp experiences you could find."

Nishad Neelakandan, McDonogh School (MD), 12/2/2016, Winner of the 2016 Blake School Tournament

"Going to the Seven Week Kritik Lab before my Junior year was one of the best choices that I made. The faculty are hands-down 
some of the best people to learn from, and were very helpful in helping me work through complex theories and difficult literature. 

From countless valuable lectures to practice debates against some of the best teams in the country and intense research sessions, the 
Michigan K lab was invaluable to my success throughout the season. On top of all that, Ann Arbor is also a great place to spend 

the summer, with plenty to do and the beautiful University of Michigan campus to explore. I could not recommend the Michigan K lab
more."

Leo Saenger, South Eugene High School (OR), 12/2/2016, Winner of the 2016 Meadows School Tournament

"My experience with the Kritik Lab was unforgettable and absolutely enlightening. The instructors, who were by all means 
phenomenal, not only taught us the gist of numerous philosophies, they also made sure that we could communicate those complex 
concepts in simple, concrete forms (i.e. examples and performances) that judges can digest, weigh, and understand. Through this 

emphasis on communication as such, it was unveiled to me that knowing things is good, but sharing and transmitting that knowledge 
to someone else effectively is the mark of excellence. I came away not only with new knowledge about Baudrillard, Bataille, Deleuze, 

and Race Theory, but additionally, with a comprehensive understanding of how meta-level arguments truly operate in relation to 
debate as an activity, which has enhanced the specificity, detail, and magnitude of the arguments I now choose to read."

Elan Wilson, Hendrickson High School (TX), 11/29/2016, Winner of the 2016 Grapevine High School Tournament
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2017 Faculty: 

Marquis Ard, Assistant Debate Coach at the University of California at Berkeley

As a debater, Marquis received multiple First Round At-Large bids to the National Debate Tournament and reached the Quarterfinals 
of the NDT his senior year.  He consistently ranked within the top 10 speakers at most major national tournaments, such as the NDT, 
The University of Texas, University of Southern California, and Cal State Fullerton.  Marquis was the Top Speaker at 2015 Cross 
Examination Debate Association National Tournament.  He helped coach Westminster to their 2015 Tournament of Champions 
victory and now works with the University of California at Berkeley. In 2016, Marquis has helped coach Berkeley to wins at Georgia 
State and the Kentucky Round Robin.

Brooke Kimbrough, Debater at the University of Iowa

Brooke is a rising junior at the University of Iowa, where she is a current member of the historic A.Craig Baird Debate Forum.  In her 
time as a Hawkeye, Brooke and her partner reached eliminations rounds of many national tournaments and cleared as first year 
debater at the 69th National Debate Tournament. In the 2015-16 year, Brooke and her debate partner are the first team to ever win 
both the Weber State University Round Robin and Tournament in the same season. She was a Semifinalist at the 2016 Wayne State 
University Tournament. In high school, Brooke debated for University Prep High School in Detroit, Michigan and was a Semifinalist 
at the 2014 Tournament of Champions and won the 2014 University of California at Berkeley Tournament.

Joseph Krakoff, Assistant Debate Coach at The Georgetown Day School and University of Michigan

Joseph debated at the Georgetown Day School in Washington, DC, where he reached the late elimination rounds of nearly every major 
high school tournament, including winning the 2011 University of California at Berkeley Tournament. In college, he has continued 
his debate success, as a two-time elimination round participant at the National Debate Tournament. At the end of the 2014-15 season, 
voters ranked Joseph as part of the 9th best team in the country.  In the 2015-16 season, Joe has won the Harvard and Wake Forest 
University tournaments and reached the finals of Kentucky and semifinals of Georgia State.  He was also the Top Speaker at the 2015 
Wake Forest Tournament and Second Speaker at the 2016 Cal Berkeley Tournament.  Joe and his partner Joe were ranked the number 
one college policy debate team in the country according to the December National Coaches Poll.  He has been heavily involved in 
coaching and teaching high school debate at the highest levels. In 2012, Joe coached his alma mater to an elimination round 
appearance at the Tournament of Champions, as well as coaching University Preparatory School to the semifinals of the TOC in 2014. 
So far in 2016, he's helped Michigan reach the Quarterfinals at the University of Kentucky and Gonzaga University.

William Morgan, Asst. Debate Coach at Montgomery Bell Academy and University of California at Berkeley

Will debated for the University of Michigan where he received two top-ten First Round Bids to the National Debate Tournament. 
During the 2014-15 season, Will reached the finals of the University of Texas tournament as well as elimination rounds at the NDT, 
receiving speaker awards at every major national tournament as well. In the 2015-16 season, Will won the Harvard and Wake Forest 
tournaments, was in the finals of Kentucky, the semifinals of GSU and eventually reached the semifinals of the 2016 NDT. He was 
awarded  the number two Copeland ranking. Will was also the Top Speaker at the 2016 Berkeley Tournament, the Second Speaker at 
the 2015 Wake Forest Tournament and Fifth Speaker at the 2016 NDT. At Berkeley, Will's teams have won the GSU tournament and 
the Kentucky Round Robin this year and MBA has the number one ranked team in high school policy debate. Will’s current research 
focuses on the effects of technology on American political rhetoric.


