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Why should I attend the 2016 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program? 

1.  A Pattern of Success: The Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program in the last seven years has produced the 5 Tournament of 

Champions winners, 4 TOC Top Speakers, and 4 NSDA National Champions.  So far this year, alums of the 2015 Michigan Seven 

Week Seniors Program have won Emory, St. Mark's, Michigan, Texas, Golden Desert, Dowling, Notre Dame, Meadows, New Trier, 

Grapevine, USC Round Robin, Michigan Seniors Round Robin, Crestian, Colleyville Heritage, Valley, Georgia, Heritage Hall, Niles 

Township, and Long Beach.  They have also this year been in the Finals or Semifinals of  Montgomery Bell Academy, The 

Glenbrooks, Greenhill, Blake, The Greenhill Round Robin, Stanford, Alta, Lexington, Wake Forest, Iowa Caucus, Arizona State, 

Houston, Chattahoochee, and Fullerton.  Alums of the 2015 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program this year have won the Top or 

Second Speaker Award at Harvard, Berkeley, Montgomery Bell Academy, Greenhill, Michigan, Notre Dame, Meadows, Golden 

Desert, New Trier, Grapevine, Iowa Caucus, USC Round Robin, Michigan Seniors Round Robin, Crestian, Niles Township, Heritage 

Hall, Iowa City West, Scranton, and Fullerton.  They have also this year won Top Five Speaker Awards at The Glenbrooks, St. 

Mark's, Blake, Lexington, Stanford, Texas, Alta, Ohio Valley, Wake Forest, Georgetown Day School, Valley, Houston, La Costa 

Canyon, and Long Beach. 

2.Practice Debates: Each member of the 2015 Seven Week Seniors Program participated in well over two 

dozen full-length practice debates during the course of the summer.  For example, 2015 alum Ammar Plumber 

of St. Mark’s (TX) participated in 33 full-length debates. 

 

3.  Lectures: Everyone in the 2015 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program attended dozens of camp-wide and 

in-lab lectures. 

 

4.  Evidence: In numerous waves of assignments, the 2015 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program produced 

several thousand pages of evidence and received thousands of pages of additional evidence from the other four 

Michigan Seven Week Labs. 

 

What former students say about the University of Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program: 

 

“I kept coming back to UM for a reason. If you're looking for an actual competitive edge, it has everything you 

need. Ann Arbor is a great place to spend the summer, and the 7 week option is like a down payment on 

winning throughout the year.” 

 
Ellis Allen, 9/26/10, Two-Time Tournament of Champions Winner and Two-Time National Debate Tournament Finalist 

 

“Going to 7 Week Seniors was undoubtedly the best decision I could have made regarding camp. The quality of 

the lab leaders is unmatched, the number of practice debates we had was amazing, but most importantly, we all 

learned that there are always things that we can strive to improve as debaters. Michigan offered the perfect 

balance between learning about the topic, research, and honing our skills. I would definitely recommend it for 

any debater serious about maximizing his/her potential and having an amazing summer experience.” 
 

Alex Miles, 9/25/10, 2015 National Debate Tournament Winner, Two-Time Copeland Award Winner, and 2010 TOC Finalist 
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What former students say about the University of Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program (Cont.): 
 

"The University of Michigan 7-week Program was easily one of the best experiences of my life. After spending 7 weeks there as a 

junior, I knew that I had to return the next summer. The lab leaders are among the top coaches in the country and are truly invested in 

your success as an individual; from always being available for any type of question to giving invaluable advice in a one on one setting 

in lab sessions, the seniors lab helped immensely in both my knowledge of debate itself as well as how to excel in the activity. Some 

of the most unique parts of the lab were the in-depth discussions about the history of debate and how the activity has evolved into 

what it is today. The intensive research sessions, coupled with tons of practice debates and lectures proved critical in going beyond the 

basics of argumentation and really moving to the next level in my debate performance. Additionally, every summer Michigan houses 

the top debaters in the nation which provides the resources necessary for top tier practice debates. On top of all that, Ann Arbor is one 

of the best possible places to spend the summer, wonderful food, great weather, and tons to do/learn make the Michigan program an 

unforgettable experience!" 

 

Anish Dayal, Westminster Schools (GA), 10/22/15, Winner of the 2016 Emory University Tournament 

 

“Having been to different camps each summer of high school, I can say with certainty that Michigan Seven Week provides the gold 

standard of debate instruction. In addition to a talented and engaged staff, 7 Week creates amazing opportunities for debaters to learn 

from each other and to really get to the heart of the topic through diverse and in depth research. The combination of countless practice 

debates judged by actual lab leaders with excellent lectures both camp-wide and in lab makes 7 Week the ideal camp experience. The 

dorm life and city of Ann Arbor helped to make 7 Week the absolute highlight of my summer, and I'd recommend the program to 

anyone and everyone passionate about debate.” 

 

Lev Asimow, 11/6/13, Finalist at the 2014 Tournament of Champions 

 

"I have no doubts that the decision to attend Michigan was the right one. Not only did I have a lot of fun, but I was able to work with 

some of the best and most dedicated lab leaders in the country. This in conjunction with a highly competitive environment made 

Michigan 7 week an experience I will never forget.” 

 

Alex Pappas, 9/26/10, Two-Time National Debate Tournament Finalist and 2011 TOC Semifinalist 

 

“If you want a competitive edge going into the debate year, 7 Week is the place to get it.  Whether you are a rising junior or senior, the 

tools provided by the camp cannot be beat.  Apart from amazing research resources, the lab leaders, practice debates, and lectures 

provide all the necessary means for one to excel in debate.  Seven weeks may sound like a long time, but it was the most fun way I 

could have chosen to spend my summer.  Ann Arbor was extremely diverse and navigable.  I made more friends than I could have 

possibly imagined.  I wouldn't have traded the experience for anything.” 

 

Jason Sigalos, 8/20/11, Top Speaker at the 2012 Tournament of Champions 

 

"If there's one choice I've never regretted, it’s the decision to attend UM’s 7 week debate camp. The empirical record speaks for itself, 

nearly every year a majority of the major national tournaments are won by alumni of Michigan's various debate camps. Both my 

research ability and my personal debate skill have been vastly improved by my time spent in Ann Arbor under the tutelage of some of 

the best lab leaders in the country, and I would recommend Michigan to anyone looking to improve their own skills as a debater, no 

question." 

 

Daniel Taylor, 10/21/10, Two-Time Tournament of Champions Winner 
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5. Faculty: 
 

Dr. Brett Bricker, Assistant Debate Coach at the University of Kansas and TheCarrollton School of the Sacred Heart 

 
Brett is an argumentation scholar and faculty member at the University of Kansas.  As a debater, he won the 2009 National Debate Tournament. Brett 

won multiple other tournaments including Harvard, the University of Southern California, West Georgia and the Kentucky Round Robin. He was 

also top speaker at Georgia State University, Harvard, the University of Southern California, West Georgia, the Kentucky Round Robin and twice at 

the Dartmouth Round Robin.  In six years coaching at Kansas, Brett has coached five teams to first round at-large bids to the National Debate 

Tournament, the winner of the Wake Forest University Tournament, as well as finalists of the USC tournament (twice), the Pittsburgh Round Robin 

and CEDA nationals.  In six years coaching at Carrollton, he has coached multiple Georgetown champions, finalists of the Harvard Round Robin, 

and semifinalists at St. Mark's, The Glenbrooks, Michigan, Montgomery Bell Academy and NDCA.  Brett's previous workshop experience includes 

the Spartan Debate Institute, Jayhawk Debate Institute and Arizona Debate Institute.  This will be his fourth summer working with the Seven Week 

Seniors Program. 

 

Eric Forslund, Associate Director of Debate at The Greenhill School 
 

Eric’s teams have won St. Mark’s, Harvard, Montgomery Bell Academy, The Glenbrooks, Blake, Georgetown, Bronx Science, 

Grapevine, Meadows, the Northwestern University Round Robin, and the NDCA Baker Award.  He is a former Assistant Coach at 

Damien High School, where his teams appeared in the late elimination rounds at Greenhill, Berkeley, USC, Arizona State, Meadows, 

New Trier and Golden Desert.  In two years at the University of Wyoming, Eric coached teams to the elimination rounds at nearly 

every major college tournament, including Harvard, Northwestern, Wake Forest, Texas, the University of Southern California, 

California State University at Fullerton, Gonzaga, Georgia State University and CEDA Nationals.  He has previously worked at the 

Michigan Classic, the Spartan Debate Institutes, the Cal National Debate Institute and the Wyoming Forensics Institute.  This will be 

Eric’s sixth summer at the Michigan Debate Institutes and fifth summer working with the Seven Week Program. 

 

Kevin Hirn, Program Manager of University of Michigan Debate Team and Asst. Debate Coach at Whitney Young H.S. 
 

Kevin is the Program Manager for the University of Michigan Debate Team.  As former college debater at Michigan, he qualified to 

the National Debate Tournament four times, participating in elimination rounds twice and receiving a first-round at-large bid in 2013.  

Kevin won the Pittsburgh Round Robin and participated in elimination rounds of every major national tournament. He debated in high 

school at Whitney Young High School, where he won both NSDA and NAUDL Nationals, was the third speaker  and elimination 

round participant at the Tournament of Champions, and won the Unger Cup, awarded to the top-ranked debate team at the end of the 

year. Additionally, Kevin has coached high school debate teams at Whitney Young, Dexter, and Glenbrook North, where his teams 

have qualified to the Tournament of Champions for five consecutive years, capturing state titles in both Michigan and Illinois.  

 

Dana Randall, Director of Debate at The Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart 
  

Dana is the architect and Director of the debate program at Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart in Miami, Florida.  As an argument 

coach, she has led her teams to late elimination rounds at every major national tournament and coached teams to the semifinals of both 

the National Debate Coaches’ Association Championship Tournament and the Tournament of Champions in Policy debate.  Dana is 

especially proud to have coached young women to being named both 1st and 2nd speaker at the TOC in recent years. In addition to 

competitive success, Dana has built a program with a commitment to community involvement, creating a program that offers debate 

training to highly motivated but under-resourced student populations in Miami. As a coach, Dana has taught labs at Michigan and 

Michigan State as well as the Women’s Debate Institute, Whitman National Debate Institute and Impact Coalition. In addition to 

serving as chairperson of the NDCA, Dana is also a member of the TOC Policy Advisory Committee and a Dade Debate Inc. 
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Kurt Fifelski, Assistant Director of Debate at the University of Michigan and Assistant Debate Coach at Iowa City H.S. 

 
Kurt focuses on research, argumentation, and team organization as the Assistant Director of Debate at the University of 

Michigan.  He has been with the UM Debate Team since 2014; prior to that he was the Assistant Director of Debate at the 

University of Central Oklahoma and with Emporia State University during their historic National Debate Tournament and 

CEDA run in 2013.  Kurt's teams at Michigan last year were finalists at the NDT, University of Texas, and Wake Forest 

Tournaments.  They also won the Dartmouth Round Robin and University of Kentucky Tournament.  Kurt has worked 

with teams that have won or been in the late elimination rounds of every college national tournament. He is also well 

respected within the community as both a coach and judge, having been named the Matthew Grindy Graduate Student 

Coach of the year award and numerous awards as a highly preferred critic.  This will be Kurt's second summer working 

with the Seven Week Seniors Program. 

 

Jordan Foley, Ph.D. Student at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
Jordan is entering his seventh consecutive summer working at the Michigan debate camp.  He is currently a Ph.D. student in the 

School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  As a high school coach, Jordan works with 

Notre Dame (CA).  Over his 8 plus years coaching the activity, he has coached back-to-back winners of the Tournament of 

Champions and numerous elimination round participants.  As a college coach, Jordan worked at the University of Michigan and Wake 

Forest University.  Over three years of college coaching, his teams received five first round at-large bids to the National Debate 

Tournament in addition to reaching deep elimination rounds.  During his undergrad, he debated at Missouri State University, where he 

became one of few debaters in the program’s history to reach the elimination rounds at the NDT in four consecutive years.  Jordan was 

a two-time quarterfinalist at the Cross Examination Debate Association national championship, an NDT Octafinalist, and the recipient 

of a first round at-large bid to the NDT.  In high school, Jordan debated at Little Rock Central High School in Arkansas. 

 

Brian Rubaie, Assistant Debate Coach at The Barstow School and the University of California at Berkeley 

 

Brian has over a decade of experience as a high school debate coach. As a high school coach, he led Coppell High School 

to its first four qualifications to the Tournament of Champions, coached Glenbrook North to the final round of the TOC 

and has guided The Barstow School to consecutive TOC qualifications. In college, he has coached several Top-16 "first 

round" qualifiers to the National Debate Tournament. As a college debater, he won Georgia State University, reached the 

semifinals of Harvard, Berkeley and CEDA Nationals, and earned speaker awards his last two years at the NDT. Brian has 

previously worked at the Gonzaga University Scholars, University of North Texas, Baylor University, University of 

Missouri Kansas City and the University of Vermont. This will be his fifth summer working at the University of 

Michigan. 

 

CV Vitolo, Graduate Student and Assistant Debate Coach at Wake Forest University 

 
CV is the Founder and Chair of the Board of Directors for unique link, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing summer 

debate workshop opportunities to under-served youth. CV is a graduate assistant debate coach at Wake Forest University and a former 

assistant coach at the University of Central Florida.  This year, CV has helped coach Wake Forest to the finals of Harvard and 

semifinals of Georgia State.  CV was a lab assistant with the Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program last summer and this will be 

CV's second summer working in a lab with Brian, Jordan, and Kurt. 


