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Why should I attend the 2014 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program? 

 
1. A Pattern of Success: The Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program has produced the winners of 4 of the last 5 Tournament of Champions and 3 of the last 4 

NFL National Champions.  So far this year, alums of the 2013 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program have won The Glenbrooks, Wake Forest, Notre Dame, 
Iowa Caucus, Valley, Niles Township, Gonzaga, Long Beach, and USC Round Robin.  Alums of the 2013 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program this year have 

been in the Finals or Semifinals of Montgomery Bell Academy, Greenhill, St. Mark’s, Blake, Michigan, Meadows, Grapevine, New Trier, Alta, Dowling, and 

Texas.  Alums of the 2013 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program this year have won Top Speaker at Meadows, Grapevine, Wake Forest, Notre Dame, Alta, 
Iowa Caucus, Gonzaga, Arizona State, Valley, and Texas.  Alums of the 2013 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program this year have won Top 5 Speaker Awards 

at Montgomery Bell Academy, Greenhill, St. Mark’s, Blake, New Trier, Ohio Valley, Dowling, Long Beach, Niles Township, and the Greenhill Round Robin. 

 
2. Practice Debates: Each member of the 2013 Seven Week Seniors Program participated in well over two dozen full-length practice debates during the course of 

the summer.  For example, 2013 alum Haley Larsen from Wayzata High School (MN) participated in 33 full-length debates. 

 
3.  Lectures: Everyone in the 2013 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program attended dozens of camp-wide and in-lab lectures. 

 

4. Evidence: In numerous waves of assignments, the 2013 Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program produced several thousand pages of evidence and received 
thousands of pages of additional evidence from the other four Michigan Seven Week Labs. 

 
“Having been to different camps each summer of high school, I can say with certainty that Michigan Seven Week provides the gold standard of debate 

instruction. In addition to a talented and engaged staff, 7 Week creates amazing opportunities for debaters to learn from each other and to really get to the 

heart of the topic through diverse and in depth research. The combination of countless practice debates judged by actual lab leaders with excellent 

lectures both camp-wide and in lab makes 7 Week the ideal camp experience. The dorm life and city of Ann Arbor helped to make 7 Week the absolute 

highlight of my summer, and I'd recommend the program to anyone and everyone passionate about debate.” 

 

Lev Asimow, Polytechnic School, (CA), 11/6/13, Semifinalist at the 2013 Wake Forest Tournament 

 
“Not to overstate my time at Michigan, but the 7 Week Seniors Program was the best 7 weeks of my life. The only shortcoming? It only lasted 7 weeks.  

Each of the lab leaders brought unique perspective and skills to the table and I learned not just from my own lab, but also from all of the different lab 

leaders throughout camp. With the perfect balance of practice rounds, research, and lectures I feel as though Michigan 7 Week is responsible for most of 

my growth as a debater.  Throughout my time I felt encouraged to explore my own ideas about debate and not just absorb someone else’s like a sponge. 

The focus on my strengths and goals as a debater is something I feel like the seniors program does especially well.  Outside of debate, Ann Arbor is an 

amazing town, the University is awesome, and the friends and connections made are lasting. Even if I never do debate again I will still think those 7 

weeks were more than worth it.” 

 

Jeron Dastrup, Whitney Young Magnet High School (IL), 11/8/13, Winner of the 2013 Glenbrooks Tournament 

 
“After spending two consecutive summers at the Michigan Seven Week Program, it’s hard to imagine where I’d be as a debater without my experience in 

Ann Arbor. Michigan offers a unique combination of countless practice debates, extensive research opportunities, and innovative lectures given by some 

of the best minds in the country. At Michigan, debaters are able to improve competitively and become topic experts all in a fun environment that is 

conducive not only to learning but building relationships. Not to mention, Ann Arbor is a beautiful place to spend your summer.” 

 

Mike Demers, Bishop Guertin High School (NH), 11/7/13, Top Speaker at the Wake Forest and Notre Dame Tournaments 

 
“I had the best summer of my life at the Michigan 7 Week Seniors program. I had the opportunity to work with dedicated, intelligent debate minds with a 

diverse array of ideological approaches to argumentation, which broadened my horizons and prepared me to debate in a variety of styles. Additionally, I 

had access to incredibly vast library resources for research, and received guidance and constructive criticism from my instructors, who really helped me 

maximize my potential for constructing arguments. The constant practice debates made sure that I could fine tune skills and learn new techniques while 

also getting topic-specific education. My lab leaders were so helpful and really invested in the campers' success, which made for a positive learning 

environment that I thoroughly enjoyed!” 

 

Miranda Ryshawy, Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart (FL), 11/7/13, Semifinalist at the 2013 Glenbrooks Tournament 
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5. Faculty: 

 
Dr. Jarrod Atchison, Director of Debate at Wake Forest University  
 
This will be Jarrod's seventh summer working at the Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program. He is voted the camp's most popular lecturer each summer. 

As a debater at Wake Forest University, Jarrod was the top seed and third speaker at the National Debate Tournament. He was also runner-up for the 

Copeland Award, given to the debate season's most outstanding team. Jarrod is the former Director of Debate at Trinity University and a former assistant 

debate coach at the University of Georgia. While at Georgia, he coached the Copeland Award winner and second speaker at the National Debate 

Tournament. As a debater at Caddo Magnet High School, Jarrod won the Greenhill School and Harvard University Round Robins. 

 

Andres Gannon, Assistant Debate Coach at Carrollton Sacred Heart and the University of Southern California 
 

While debating at UC Berkeley, Andres was a four-time National Debate Tournament qualifier and three-time NDT elimination round participant. Prior 

to attending UC Berkeley, he attended Damien High School in Los Angeles, where he was Tournament of Champions Semifinalist and National 

Forensics League Tournament Quarterfinalist. Andres coached two TOC semifinalists, two NDCA champions, and one NFL champion while coaching 

his alma mater. Since graduating from UC Berkeley, he is now coaching Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart where his teams have been 3rd place at 

the Greenhill Round Robin twice, won Georgetown, and been in semifinals of St. Mark's, The Glenbrooks, Notre Dame, and the NDCA Championship. 

Andres has previously worked with the Bay Area Urban Debate League and is also an assistant coach for the University of Southern California. 

 
Calum Matheson, Assistant Debate Coach at Glenbrook South High School and Harvard University 
 
This will be Calum's eleventh summer working at the Michigan Debate Institutes and sixth summer working with the Seven Week Seniors Program. He 

was the 2008 Acolyte Award recipient, given to the top assistant coach in high school debate. Calum's been an assistant coach since 2005 at Glenbrook 

South and since 2009 at Harvard. He has helped coach the finalists and the second speaker at the Tournament of Champions, the finalists at NFL 

Nationals, the top speaker at the National Debate Tournament, and the 2010 Baker Award winners. As a college debater, Calum was the Top Speaker and 

finalist at CEDA Nationals and twice a semifinalist at the NDT. He won Northwestern and the Kentucky Round Robin and was Top Speaker at 

Northwestern, Harvard, Kentucky, Georgia State, and Fullerton, twice the top speaker at Southern California and the Kentucky Round Robin.  Calum 

was voted to be one of the top five college judges and top ten debaters of the last decade in a poll of college debate coaches, the only person to appear in 

both categories.  He is currently completing his PhD at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

 

Dana Randall, Director of Debate at the Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart  
 

Dana is the architect and director of the debate program at Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart in Miami, Florida.  As an argument coach, she has led 

her teams to late elimination rounds at every major national tournament and coached teams to the semifinals of both the National Debate Coaches’ 

Association Championship and the Tournament of Champions in policy debate.  Dana is especially proud to have coached young women to being named 

both 1st and 2nd speaker at the TOC in recent years. In addition to competitive success, she has built a program with a commitment to community 

involvement, creating a program that offers debate training to highly motivated but under-resourced student populations in Miami. As a coach, Dana has 

taught labs at Michigan and Michigan State as well as the Women’s Debate Institute, Whitman National Debate Institute and Impact Coalition. In 

addition to serving as chairperson of the NDCA, she is also a member of the TOC Policy Advisory Committee and a board member of Dade Debate Inc., 

a non-profit debate organization in Florida. 

 
Mimi Sergent-Leventhal, Debater at the Univ. of California at Berkeley and Assistant Debate Coach at The Harker School 
 

Mimi Sergent-Leventhal is a sophomore at Cal Berkeley, where she has appeared in the elimination rounds of multiple tournaments. She debated at 

Edina High School in Minnesota and is an assistant coach at The Harker School, where her teams have won the Woodward Tournament and the 

University of Southern California Round Robin, in addition to being in the elimination rounds of Wake Forest and Notre Dame. This is Mimi’s third 

summer working at a debate camps, including the University of California at Berkeley.  She is an alum of the Michigan Seven Week Seniors Program. 
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Dr. Brett Bricker, Associate Director of Debate at University of Kansas and Asst. Debate Coach at Carrollton Sacred Heart 

 
As a debater at the University of Kansas, Brett won the 2009 National Debate Tournament. He won multiple other 

tournaments including Harvard, the University of Southern California, West Georgia and the Kentucky Round Robin. Brett 

was also Top Speaker at Georgia State, Harvard, the University of Southern California, West Georgia, the Kentucky Round 

Robin and twice at the Dartmouth Round Robin. In three years coaching at the University of Kansas, he coached four teams 

to first round at-large bids to the National Debate Tournament, the winner of the 2010 Wake Forest University Tournament 

and semifinalists and the 2010 and 2011 Cross Examination Debate Association National Tournament. In five years coaching 

at Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart, Brett helped coach multiple Georgetown champions, finalists of the Harvard Round 

Robin, and semifinalists at St. Mark's, The Glenbrooks, Michigan and Montgomery Bell Academy. His previous workshop 

experience includes the Spartan Debate Institute, Jayhawk Debate Institute and Arizona Debate Institute. This will be Brett's 

fourth summer working with the Seven Week Seniors Program. 
 

Miranda Ehrlich, Debater at the University of Minnesota and Assistant Debate Coach at Wayzata High School 

 

Miranda Ehrlich is an Assistant Debate Coach at Wayzata High School and a Junior at the University of 

Minnesota, which she is pursuing a double major in Political Science and Communications. In the 2012-2013 

season, Miranda received a First Round At-Large Bid to the National Debate Tournament, where she reached the 

Double Octafinals.  She enjoys working with students of all experience and skill levels. 

 

Melanie Johnson, Debate Coach at Niles West High School  

 

This will be Melanie's fourth summer working with the Seven Week Seniors Program. Prior to coaching at Niles 

West, she was the Director of Debate at Iowa City West High School. While there, Melanie coached the 2012 

Tournament of Champions winner and the NFL national champion. Her teams have reached the elimination rounds 

of many regional and national tournaments and earned numerous top ten speaker awards, been invited to national 

round robins and won three state championships. Melanie’s debaters have won Michigan, the Iowa Caucus and the 

Valley Mid-America Cup, reached the semifinals at The Glenbrooks, and reached the quarterfinals at Greenhill and 

St. Mark's.  She is a former college debater and National Debate Tournament qualifier. 

 

Brian Rubaie, Assistant Debate Coach at The Barstow School 

 

Brian helped coach the 2013 Tournament of Champions winners and the 2012 TOC finalists. He led Coppell High 

School to its first four qualifications to the TOC. As a college coach, Brian coached the University of Texas-Dallas 

to the Kentucky Round Robin and the late elimination debates at the National Debate Tournament. As a college 

debater, he won Georgia State University and reached the semifinals of Harvard, Berkeley and CEDA Nationals, 

earning speaker awards his last two years at the NDT. Brian has previously worked at the Gonzaga University 

Scholars, University of North Texas, Baylor University, University of Missouri Kansas City and the University of 

Vermont. This will be his fourth summer working at the University of Michigan.  

 


